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 The global warming issues has put theologian, 

leaders, churches of the continents joining the 

eco-justice movement.

 There will be little environmental health 

without social justice and vice versa. 

 The global ecumenical movement and its 

member churches began to address the 

environmental challenge in the mid-1970s.



It took at least another 

decade to gain wide 

ecumenical acceptance. 

Few theological schools 

feature this important 

advance in theology and 

ethics



Late 1990s the Orthodox 

ecumenical patriarch 

Bartholomew declared pollution to 

be a sin against God. 

 In 1979, Pope John Paul II trip to 

the Americas emphasized land 

stewardship.



- In 1984, Catholic bishops of twelve 

Midwestern states issued Strangers 

and Guests. 

- In February 2001, twelve Catholic 

bishops from the Northwest states 

issued a pastoral letter on the 

Columbia River Watershed 



● The United States with 4 percent 

of the world's population, but 

responsible for 25 percent of the 

world's heat-trapping gases. 

● Ecumenical advocacy on this issue 

emphasizes that the most 

industrialized countries must 

demonstrate global responsibility



- To grapple with this broad agenda, 

churches must continuously develop 

leaders and nurture members 

- Concentration on publishing 

educational resources and developing 

leadership to integrate creation- care 

into parish life—always with a strong 

social justice component. 



O God, in whom we trust, you have 

created the world good, and made 

each of us equally in your image. Yet, 

we failed to meet our Earth-keeping 

vocation. Ignoring your 

commandments, we violate the image 

of God in others and ourselves, 

exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted 

to our care. We deserve 

condemnation. Yet you act with 

justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

Reconcile us from sin, we pray, and 

set us free to serve the Earth 

community. Amen.



Name some ecological 

injustices today that 

demand a prophetic 

response. How am I 

responding to the issues 

prophetically?”


